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President’s message:

       It’s a new beginning for members of the Greater Rochester Rose Society.  We have a new meeting place, a new website, and a chance to grow a new rose or two in our gardens.  Although Terry and I were in Arizona for the April meeting, we were informed that it was well attended and that everyone enjoyed the program. I would like to thank Gene Noto and Ted Brazak for presenting the program about preparing a good rose bed.  Also, thank you Dolores Sibs for preparing the program and membership booklets for our Society.  The first workshop about pruning roses will be held this Saturday, May 1 between 10:00 – 12:00 at the Maplewood Rose Garden. Bring you pruners and have some fun teaching others about roses.  The May meeting will be especially informative as Ted and Gene will present a program about pruning roses for lots of blooms in the garden, or pruning roses to enter in a rose show.  There is always something to learn about roses at our meetings. Bring your pruners and loppers in for sharpening and adjusting, we will have all the necessary tools available to do this. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the Castle. 
 Pat.
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Meeting Location for May 4th.

Minutes of the April 6th Meeting:
 Our first Rose Society meeting of 2010 was held at the Civic Garden Center, known as the Castle, at 5 Castle Park. With help from Gene Noto, this site was chosen because it is in a more centrally located area- across the street from Mt. Hope cemetery near Highland Avenue. Hopefully this meeting place will be easier for most of our members to attend. (And perhaps we can recruit local folks in the Rochester city area to join our group.) The room is spacious and appears to be a great place for our future meetings; it can accommodate many more members than our homes did. 

 President Pat Brooks was out of town so VP Gene Noto opened the meeting at 7:10 pm.  Treasurer, Ted Brazak gave his treasurer’s report; he also explained our change in the yearly dues:  $15 for one member, $5 for an additional person living in the same household.

Many topics were brought up and much discussion occurred. Some topics were tabled until our May meeting when more of our members will be present: Highlights of the meeting were: 

A. GRRS and Syracuse Rose Society both have rose shows scheduled on the same day, June 19th. This presents a problem as we usually share the same judges. To prevent this in the future there was discussion about changing to a Sunday show at Gates Town Hall or at a different location..

B. Much discussion involved in downsizing our June rose show. (Perhaps then fewer judges would need to be invited.)  Many of the members present agree that our rose show is too large- considering the number of rose exhibits that are entered each year. Comments were also made about the  ‘set-up and take down’ procedures which are very time consuming and labor intensive…especially for those who become involved each year. Suggestions of a smaller show- with fewer tables to set up (since many remain empty during the show) ought to be considered.  Discussion also about possible elimination of the Artistic Section- will be brought up at the May meeting.  Dolores Sibs will work on a revised ‘smaller’ rose show program which will be introduced at our May meeting.  

C. Storage of rose show supplies continues to be a big issue for the society. We just have too much stuff ‘jam packed’ in a barn in Webster. (Many of our supplies hopefully will be sold at our October auction.)  Nancy Steinel suggested and volunteered to do an inventory list of all of our supplies.  Others who volunteered to help out with this project were husband Mike, Regina Doran and Carol Basener. More discussion to follow- as when is the best time to do the inventory. ..Before or after the rose show.

Several members questioned the feasibility of purchasing or building a shed to house our show supplies. Considering the financial situation of our treasury, this topic was tabled until more members are in attendance.


D. Gene asked for help at NY State Fair and/or Maplewood Rose Festival. Several 

                Members volunteered. ( Carol, Regina, Dolores); hopefully more 

                Members will sign up at the May meeting.


E.  Gene reminded the members that the web site is ‘up and running’ at   

Rocrose.com or http://www.rocrose.org  or just type in Greater Rochester Rose Society.  It is just ‘A new beginning’ but eventually it will house many old newsletters, society history, photos, rose related Links and anything we feel we want the public to read. 

     Members are welcome to submit information and/ or photos to the site. Just send 

     materials to Web-masters Terry Brooks or Dolores Sibs. Further discussion will 

     needed at the May meeting about any ‘invasion of privacy’ issues on our web 

     site.


F.  Dolores Sibs distributed the 2010 Program and Membership Booklets to those

                present. Let her know if you didn’t receive one. 

G. The ‘Book Nook’ is up and ready again. Hopefully members will borrow some of  

     our informative rose books. Also added each month- will be free past issues of 

     The ARS rose magazines. Better to give them away and possibly read,  

     than to have them sit in the barn in Webster. 

     Following the business meeting, refreshments were set up for us by Barb Dera our Hospitality Chairperson. (The kitchen facilities at ‘The Castle’ are easily accessible for storing or preparing hot or cold foods.)  Thanks to Gene Noto and Nancy Steinel for the tasty treats they brought in.  Nancy’s rose cupcakes rated a ‘Blue Ribbon’; they were beautiful- as well as tasty. 

Our featured program for the evening was a comprehensive talk on “Building A Good Rose Bed- Taking Soil Samples.”  A Website http://rcgc.org/ 

 special thanks to Consulting Rosarian, Gene Noto and Ted Brazak for their ‘expert’ advice. The presentation concluded with many questions and discussion from the members present. Handouts were available and eventually much of this information will be placed on the website for future use and storage. 
Last, but not least, name tags were worn at the meeting. It made it easier for new members (as well as ‘forgetful’ members) to learn new names and faces more easily. At future meetings, members and visitors will be reminded to ‘sign in’ as they enter the front door for the possibility of winning a rose related door prize

Respectfully submitted, (For absent secretary, Terry Brooks)

Dolores Sibs
Rose Ramblings

By Dolores Sibs

The forsythia bushes have been in bloom the last couple of weeks and they are now beginning to turn totally green.  However, I did finally manage to prune all of my 300 roses. (I’ve down-sized 100 bushes last fall…and more roses ‘will disappear’ this summer.)

Being  an amateur at pruning, and after reading  dozens of articles written by some of the top Rosarians in the country- I find this following article by written by Author, Bob Martin not only amusing… but oh so informative.  We’ve showcased this article in a past issue of Rose Leaves…but I find it appropriate to read before we hear and see how Gene Noto and Ted Brazak prune their rose bushes at our meeting on Tuesday night. 

Ten Principles of Rose Pruning
                          By   Robert B. Martin
Pruning time normally sends rose growers back to their books and out to pruning demonstrations and lectures to refresh memories on the principles of pruning. There one encounters numerous instructions on proper pruning techniques, some of which are altogether contradictory. Armed with or perhaps simply confused by this knowledge, many then repair to the garden to stumble through the process.
In an effort to bring some order to this confusion here are ten simple principles that provide guidance on pruning the large roses--Hybrid Teas and Grandifloras. With some modification, mentioned at the close, the principles also apply to pruning Floribundas and Miniatures. Climbers, Shrubs, and Old Garden Roses are another story altogether and are not addressed in this article.

As with any project, the place to start is with a plan. Thus the first rule is: 

1. Plan Your Pruning from the Ground Up. 

Most rose growers start the pruning process from the top, standing over their roses and nibbling away with pruning shears as if they were barbers giving their roses a trim. This wastes valuable time; it can also be damaging. The purpose of pruning is to select the strong, healthy canes that will support the new year's growth. The stuff at the top is last year's history. Get down on your knees (sit down if it's more comfortable) and look at the bud union and the canes that come from it. Think about new growth and turn to rule number 2

2. If It's Too Old To Cut It, Cut It. 

Identify the newest canes. They are the ones that are the greenest. Then identify any older canes. (If your bush is young--say two to three years old--you may not have much in the way of older canes.) Like people, they are the ones that are craggy and gray. This is not the time for nostalgia. The old gray ones usually have weak spindly growth on them and are in the way of brand new canes that are now only a gleam in the bud union's dormant eyes. Use your loppers or handy pruning saw and cut the old buzzards off flush with the bud union. When this is accomplished, turn to rule number 3:

3. If It's In the Way, Cut It Away.

New growth needs room and the ideal plant grows out from the center. Identify any canes that cross directly over the center and cut them off with your loppers or pruning saw flush with the bud union or, as is more generally the case, flush with the cane from which they have decided to grow in the wrong direction. Also, identify any canes that are seriously crowding each other. If they are not too close you can wedge them apart with a piece of stem cut from the plant. If not, cut them out with your loppers or pruning saw, again flush with the bud union or the cane from which they are growing. The remaining canes are now your bush and are ready to be pruned back--leading to the next rule:


4. The Height Is As Simple As 1-2-3. 

The relative merits of severe versus light pruning are debated at length in the rose literature. Most proponents of severe pruning are from areas that require winter protection for their roses. Since the cold is going to kill back long canes anyway this makes sense. The proponents of very light pruning either don't know what they are doing, are too faint-hearted, or have an inordinate love of bushy foliage and small blooms on short stems. In my Southern California climate, neither approach makes sense. Mentally divide the cane into three equal parts and prepare to remove the top one-third. Before you do, however, proceed to rule number 5:


5. For All You Do, This Bud's For You. 

If you are unusually lucky, exactly 2/3rds of the way up the cane (or l/3rd down depending on whether you have now stood up) will be an outward facing bud eye. Bud eyes are found at the intersection of the cane and a leaflet of five. They will also develop from what looks like an expanded band on the cane. Sometimes they are obvious; other times less so. There should be several and the generally preferred one faces out. But it is not necessary to be slavish to the outside eye rule. (Where the canes come out at a 45 degree or greater angle, a cut to the outside facing eye can often result in a horizontally spreading bush with canes that fall of their own weight. This is particularly true of bushes that tend to naturally grow horizontally. A cut to an inner facing eye in such cases will usually produce a cane that goes straight up, the best way for roses to grow.) What if there are no properly placed bud eyes? Find one and work with what you've got. If you haven't got any, double check your eyesight and if there are really no eyes of promise conclude that God didn't intend the cane to live anyway. This brings us to a very important and seemingly heartless rule:

6. When In Doubt, Cut It Out. 

Many rose growers are somewhat squeamish about pruning, for fear they will harm a plant that produces such beautiful and delicate blooms. Don't let the blooms fool you--a rose bush is one tough cookie. How else could the rose have survived without the loving care of rosarians for hundreds of millions of years? The bush will take care of itself, so if you're puzzling about whether to leave that little stem that, although unpromising, might do something--cut it off. In this vein, we come to rule number 7:

7. If It Isn't Big Enough to Seal, It Doesn't Belong There.

Most instructional pieces on pruning advise you to seal cuts on stems larger than a pencil. Why, you may ask, should you consider leaving stems smaller than a pencil? A stem growing from another cane will never be larger than its source. Pencil-thick stems produce matchstick-thick stems that produce pin-thick stems that produce roses that only the thick-headed could love. Forget also the common instructions about sealing with shellac (who can find shellac anymore?) or nail polish or God forbid, the black, oily spray-on sealing goop that invariably gets sprayed on the bud eye, forever sealing it from growth. A drop of Elmer's or any white glue is fast and easy. Ignore those who claim you needn't seal in the winter because the cane borers are not active. This may be true where it's below freezing and the borers are all dead, but having personally lost more canes to borers than I care to disclose, I can guarantee you that if there is one borer in your neighborhood that is still alive, it'll drill a hole right into the end of your cane and deposit a creature that, if disregarded, will eat its way all the way to the bud union. Don't give the sucker an even break. And while we're talking about giving bugs a break, consider the next rule:

8. Leave No Leaves. 

Strip all the remaining leaves. They too are last year's history. You want new leaves that can get a good start without catching fungus infections or facing attack from the bugs hanging around the old leaves. After this, your bush should be looking pretty bare and you can wrap up your work with a little advice that sounds like it came from Mom:


9. Don't Forget To Brush! 

Take a wire brush and brush off that scaly woody stuff on the bud union. Try not to brush off any promising bud eyes while you're at it. Rose lore says this exercise will stimulate and provide room for basal breaks--new canes from the bud union. Whether this is really true has not exactly been proven, but it seems like a good idea and maybe the bush you just butchered will consider it a pat on the head and recognize that you still love it. But before you get too dreamy, you can turn to the last rule, which coincidentally also sounds like a word from Mom:

10. Clean Up After Yourself. 

Gather up all the canes, stems, leaves and miscellaneous stuff you've generated, bag it up and throw it away. While you're at it, yank the weeds from around the bush and get rid of all the dead leaves and dried up old petals lying around. All of last year's fungus and insect problems are lying around in this stuff waiting for the new blooms. And don't bother to compost it. Rose canes don't decompose well and the spores, eggs and other things in the mess seem to survive composting efforts quite well. Finally, lay down some new mulch to make things look real neat. Your Mom will be proud of you and will love the roses that bloom in the spring, tra la.

The above rules also generally apply to Floribundas, however the trick here is to prune more lightly and to not worry about leaving thin stems. The rules also generally work on Miniatures; however, since they are usually growing on their own roots, you can leave a lot more canes. In both cases, careful pruning can get rather tedious so some growers simply prune off the top third with hedge shears like a shrub and get pretty good results. 
B*ACK SPOT
By Terry Brooks
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