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President’s Message


Welcome back to the Greater Rochester Rose Society.  The Executive Committee has worked to present a program for 2010 which is both practical and informative. We decided to have our members present programs which are relevant to good rose growing practices for this area. Gene Noto was instrumental in finding a central location to hold meetings, namely the Rochester Civic Garden Center, or the ‘Castle’. It is my understanding that the GRRS held meetings there years ago.  Dolores Sibs has worked diligently to have the 2010 Program and Membership brochure ready for the April meeting.  Ted Brazak has been busy collecting dues, and paying bills to the ARS and to the District. Donna Shaydor has worked to coordinate speakers and programs. The Committee hopes to have the website on line in April, or May.  Terry Brooks will be the webmaster, and he looks forward to the challenge.  He will also continue to be the Rose Leaves editor. Barb Dera has graciously volunteered to be the hospitality chairperson. A special thank you to all who have volunteered to bring snacks for the meetings.  It will be an exciting year to be a member of the Greater Rochester Rose Society, and I look forward to seeing each of you at our meetings.  
Pat.

A NEW BEGINNING


As we start a new decade in the millennium, the Greater Rochester Rose Society can look towards new beginnings in a new facility, and with new methods of sharing our name, rose culture, and enthusiasm for the rose with a new website.


The site has been in process for close to a year, and through our web developer, Steven Smith Enterprise, it is about to become a reality.  As soon as it is ‘launched, our members will receive all the information to ‘log on’.   We hope to be able to share our site with many nurseries, and with other rose garden sites.  Hopefully more persons will find our site interesting and enticing, and encourage them to become members.

As mentioned above, GRRS will now be meeting at a new facility, with no worries of pets for those that are allergic.  We did enjoy meeting at our member’s homes (with many thanks to those that shared), but to accommodate everyone, a more centrally located meeting site was chosen. 


With our first meeting of the year on April 6, 2010, we will be meeting at the Civic Garden Center at the Castle, 5 Castle Park, 14620 – across from the cemetery at the corner of Highland Avenue.  The society met there for many years and found the accommodations very good, and we are looking forward to returning. To help with your rose growing, Ted Brazak (exhibitor par excellence), and I will give a program on improving your soil and building rose beds. Bring your questions, and experiences.  It should be a great year for roses, and for the GRRS.

Gene Noto
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Map to The Civic Garden Center, The Castle
April meeting program
The program for the April meeting “Improving Your Soil and Building Rose Beds” will be presented by two eminently qualified rose growers from our own ranks. Gene Noto, a knowledgeable rosarian, program presenter, prize winning rose grower and arranger. And Ted Brazak, who, without exaggeration, probably grows the best roses in this area as evidenced by his consistent winning record in rose show competitions. 
The program will include how to take and submit soil samples for testing, and there will be ample time for questions.  We know that the soil in the Rochester area can run from clay to sand depending on where you live, so soil amendment can make a real difference to your roses and the rest of the garden.  So bring your questions and note pads to the meeting and take advantage of this opportunity.
A.R.S. Photo Contest Winner

Congratulations to Paul Rosenfeld on winning the Class 3 Open Rose Bloom contest with his photograph of “Rosa Glauca”  Paul’s winning picture will be published in the May / June issue of American Rose Magazine.

Rosa Glauca, a deciduous shrub, fast growing with arching branches, 5’ to 7’ tall, with pinkish single flowers 1.5” wide, blooms in May. The fall fruit are bunches of red hips 0.5” across with small bristles.
“A New Beginning”
By Dolores Sibs

This year I am downsizing my rose beds. 400 rose bushes are just too many plants for a recreational gardener to care for without outside help. Since I don’t want be gardening 24/7, I am planning plenty of changes to my flower beds this season. Beginning in April, gone will be the isolated old rose beds with the fussy blooms that were just too demanding to care for. Instead I will be attempting some new roses, new plants, new ideas, and new locations. That’s right, a new beginning.
 


Presently, roses and hostas fill most of my non-grassy areas. Hucheras (Coral Bells) are becoming the third most popular plants in my flower beds. Lately I tend to choose perennials that have exciting or unique foliage or are constantly in bloom throughout the growing season. Some of these plants help camouflage the special hybrid tea rose bushes that I insist on keeping in my “celebrity” rose beds. Especially when I know these roses will show visible signs of black spot, midge, and other predictable diseases that many roses are prone to. And since I haven’t the faintest idea how to spray the roses correctly or which chemicals to purchase and use, and I am too old and stubborn to learn, I will be donating my 14 gallon, battery-operated North Star Spray Boss to the GRRS auction- which will be held at our October meeting. Hopefully a serious exhibitor will bid on it. Money raised at our auction will go to support GRRS programs and activities.    

But back to my new beginning ideas… There are, at last count, a gazillion rose varieties, and each year rose breeders introduce new ones. How is a gardener to decide which roses to grow? Following are some that I will be trying myself this summer, and would recommend to any new rose enthusiast for more carefree gardening. (If there is such a thing out there.) 

 


First of all, choose the right roses and other perennials for your garden; eliminate those 'fussier' time-consuming varieties. It really helps to know exactly what role you want roses to play in your garden. You also need to know what level of care you're willing to provide, as well as what level of perfection you want from your roses and at what price. I have replaced my exhibition roses Barbra Streisand and Marilynn Monroe on three different occasions. But, needless to say, I adore these roses and will keep repurchasing them when necessary because I like to exhibit them at rose shows or display them in my home. Since they are disease prone and are not very winter hardy, I’ve just learned to accept their weaknesses, and will continue to treat these particular bushes as annuals.  One of the best ways to decide which roses to purchase is to talk to as many Rosarians as possible, and get their opinions. Try to visit their private gardens. This way you will be able to see what types of roses appeal to you — as well as which individual varieties stand out. Of course, one person will tell you that XYZ rose is great, and the next person will say it's awful. Still, you'll eventually see some trends. (However, trust whatever advice Ted Brazak will give you.) 

Read, read, and read! The more info you learn, the wiser the choices you will make. In many garden magazines that I’ve read lately, it is interesting to note that gardeners from different areas of the country consistently recommended two roses: Carefree Delight and Knock Out. Even with thousands of roses from which to choose, these bushes were rated as excellent for all climate zones. Carefree Delight is a lightly fragranced, 3-foot shrub rose that blooms all summer long with vivid pink, semi-double flowers followed by lots of rose hips in the fall. Knock Out boasts disease-resistant foliage and continually-blooming, single to semi-double cherry-red flowers on a 3-foot shrub. My daughter has knockout bushes in her landscaping, and even without any special care (and deer nibbling on the foliage and buds in the springtime), her bushes constantly produce beautiful, healthy blooms and luscious foliage.

So evaluate your needs carefully, and then look for roses that fit the bill. I’ve always been a hybrid tea lover, but I am definitely beginning to purchase roses that claim to be more disease resistant. Pat Brooks has several lists of some of the more “easy care” roses. Soon she and Terry will be listing this information on our new GRRS web site.


Another great way to identify good quality garden roses is by looking for the AARS symbol. You will see it displayed on varieties that have won the All-American Rose Selection award by meeting specific standards for traits such as vigor, disease resistance, and flower production under a range of climates and growing conditions. Of the many varieties tested, few are awarded the prestigious AARS award. Maplewood Garden on Lake Avenue (where I annually evaluate their rose gardens), is a terrific source for viewing thousands of roses bushes. They have most of the AARS roses that are available. The most current 2011 AARS rose is the Floribunda Walking on Sunshine (see photo and fact sheet at the end of this article), which will be added to Maplewood’s AARS beds this spring for future evaluating. It looks very promising and I am thinking of purchasing it. Check out all the rose beds when you visit there and you will probably notice that the AARS roses look healthier than their non-AARS cousins. Knockout is noticeably healthier, due especially to its lack of diseased foliage. Since Maplewood Rose Garden is a public garden, grounds keeping manager Paul Mitchell isn’t permitted to use a spray program on the thousands of roses growing there. So it’s easy to see which roses are more or less disease tolerant. 

Roses need a bit of pampering, which starts at planting time – another new beginning. Ideally, you'll have prepared the garden bed by amending the soil with compost. At the very least, plan to add some compost to the hole at planting time. More information about “healthy dirt” and soil testing will be explained at our April meeting. Two experts on rose growing — Gene Noto and Ted Brazak — will discuss the importance of soil preparation when beginning or revising rose beds.  

Beginning next month, as soon as the forsythia is in bloom, I will prune all of my rose bushes. As soon as the soil is thawed and dry enough to safely work, I will move any roses that would look or grow better in another part of the garden. I will try to choose locations in full sun, with at least 6 hours per day. However, with my neighbor’s lovely but huge maple trees that shade half of my back yard, growing exhibition roses continues to be a challenge. Hence, the beginning of my shady hosta beds which include over 250 plant varieties. Luckily, many hostas enjoy sunny locations; I will use some as fillers in the rose beds. They are ideal for concealing straggly rose canes and unhealthy rose foliage when midge or the Japanese beetles arrive this summer. 


When transplanting roses, dig up as much of the root system as possible. Try your best to keep an intact soil ball, but don't panic if it falls apart. Just replant the rose quickly. Prune off any damaged or crossing canes, and water, water, water. Once the rose is in place, add a layer of mulch. I personally prefer buckwheat hulls and/or triple ground-up, shredded dark brown hardwood mulch as a ground cover. I will also plant many of my smaller rose bushes in containers as well as in hanging baskets. They are wonderfully portable and can be used in locations that need additional color or offer more sunlight. For ideas on growing plants in containers, check Joan Baden’s garden or Paul Rosenfeld’s driveway. Paul even has success growing tall and bushy Austin roses in large containers. I’m 
not sure what his spray or feeding program is, but his bushes produce hundreds of blooms and appear healthy and disease free all summer long. When our group visits his garden in July, Paul will speak to us on the topic of rose photography.

If you will be beginning a new rose flower bed, try adding some companion plants that will complement your roses and add year-round interest. Perhaps consider an accent color — I use plenty of blue flowers for contrast. English style gardeners, too, are fond of including blue flowers along with their roses. Add delphiniums if they grow well for you, or the somewhat easier-to-grow annual larkspur. Perennial salvias are attractive, as are the perennial blue-flowered clematis, and light or deep blue Siberian irises. Each spring I purchase two flats of blue pansies and scatter them throughout my flower beds, although some from former years do self seed and behave as perennials. 

Or if colorful all-summer-long blooming foliage is important to you, coleus, hucheras, or white or blue silvery  Artemisia each make a beautiful accompaniment to roses. Think also of the fragrant lavenders (Munstead and Hidcote tend to be among the hardier forms) and perhaps dianthus. Many dianthus plants, like pinks and carnations with their interesting foliage, scent the garden with spicy tones that play against the sweetness of the roses. Lily of the valley with their white or pink blooms are very fragrant, and the foliage stays upright and green most of the summer. Barbara McKnight is very successful with companion planning. We’ll visit her beautiful gardens when we have our annual picnic in her back yard.
 
When roses are between flushes, try adding annuals for steady color all season. Petunias are always dependable, as is the salvia Victoria Blue. Violas are charming peeking out from beneath roses. Add an under planting of annual moss roses (Portulaca) or spring primroses, which appear perennially before the roses are in bloom. A perfumed low carpet of sweet alyssum can be an interesting edge for your mini rose bushes. To enhance or surround landscape roses, use additional perennials such as daisies (‘Becky’ daisies have long sturdy stems) or purple or white coneflowers, late daylilies, or a mixed collection of bold annual sunflowers. There are so many choices. Don’t forget the hostas. Colorful roses can be too exciting or “hot” in a garden; but by adding various shades and different sizes of hostas, your flower beds can appear calmer, more sophisticated… and more green!

Always a popular plant, the rose is the New York state flower, our national “floral emblem,” and was made the official national flower by proclamation in 1986. So as I tell my non-rose growing friends, that makes it almost unpatriotic NOT to grow at least one rose! Even though they can be fussy and time-consuming to care for, when they are in bloom and fragrant they are worth it. So make a new beginning, start a flower bed… and add a rose or two while you’re at it. 
PS. Much of the above information I found on the AARS web site. Since there was no specific author to thank for much of the material that I confiscated…I’d like to thank the ARRS editorial staff for the helpful information. For more info about beginning or maintaining a rose garden, including planting, soil testing, feeding, watering, spraying, pruning, disease control, and more, check out our new GRRS web site which will soon be available to the public. ~ Dolores

                   

“GRRS Rose of the Month” -------  2011 AARS Award Winner
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                                             'Walking on Sunshine”

Class : Floribunda





Disease Resistance : Excellent
Plant Habit: 4 feet tall





Floriferous: Excellent
Growth Habit: Upright, round, well-branched


Stem Length : 16-20 inches
Foliage Color : Very glossy medium green


Petal Count: 25-30
Bud Color: Bright yellow





Bud Form: Pointed ovoid
Bloom Color: Bright yellow, with light yellow outer petals

Fragrance: Moderate anise 
Flower Form: Ruffled, blooms in clusters of 3-5


Flower Size: 3 – 3 ½ inches
Introducer: Jackson & Perkins Wholesale,


Breeder: Keith Zary
Parentage : (Sequoia Gold x Baby Love) X (unnamed seedling x Amber Queen)
Most notable features :
• Tight clusters of bright yellow blooms with anise fragrance.
• Attractive fade, gives multi-tonal effect.
• Fantastic bloom production and plant vigor.
• Very attractive rounded habit.
• Medium green, super glossy disease resistant foliage.
• Easy to care for – great for beginners. 
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